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OUTLINE 

 
The Thesis that All is Vanity (1:1-11) 

 
1. Introduction of Vanity (1:1-3)  

 

2. Illustration of Vanity  (1:4-11) 
 

The Thesis that All is Vanity (1:1-11) 
 
1. Proof of All is Vanity from Experience (1:12-2:26)  

 
A. Vanity is Striving After Wisdom (1:12-18) 
B. Vanity is Striving After Pleasure (2:1-3) 
C. Vanity of Great Accomplishments (2:4-17) 
D. Vanity of Hard Labor (2:18-23) 
E. Conclusion - Be Content 

 

2.  Proof of All is Vanity from Observation (3:1-6:12)  
 

A. Immutability of God’s Program (3:1-22) 
B. Inequalities of Life (4:1-16) 
C. Insufficiencies of Human Religion (5:1-7) 
D. Insufficiencies of Wealth (5:8-20) 
E. Inescapable Vanity in  Life (6:1-12) 
 

The Counsel for Living with Vanity (7:1-12:14) 
 
1. Coping in a Wicked World (7:1-9:18) 

 
A. Wisdom and Folly Contrasted (7:1-14) 
B. Wisdom of Moderation (7:15-18) 
C. Strength of Wisdom (7:19-29) 
D. Submit to Authority (8:1-9) 
E. Inability to Understand All of God’s Doing (8:10-17) 
F. Judgment Comes to All Men (9:1-6) 
G. Enjoy Life While You Have It (9:7-12) 
H. Value of Wisdom (9:13-18) 
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2.  Counsel for the Uncertainties of Life (10:1-12:8)  
 

A. Wisdom’s Characteristics (10:1-15) 
B. Wisdom Related to the King (10:16-20) 
C. Wisdom Related to Business (11:1-6) 
D. Wisdom Related to the Youth (11:7-12:8) 
 

3.  Conclusion - Fear God and Keep His Commandments (12:9-14)  
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